
For any questions, please email: 
info@fpsk12.net

For further information about the bond,  
please visit the District’s website 

www.farmington.k12.mi.us/bond2020
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Dear Community Members,

After spending the last eight months on the job as Farmington Public Schools’ new 
superintendent, there are a couple of things that I know for sure....this community cares 
about having a quality school system and is passionate in their beliefs.

I have enjoyed the opportunity to meet new people and learn about the community.  
My goal, as your superintendent, is to provide the best learning opportunities for all 
students. To ensure we continue to improve our learning environments and services, 
the District must focus the majority of our resources to the classrooms. One way to 
keep dollars focused on the classroom is to seek out alternative funding sources such 
as a bond to address the infrastructure needs of the District, such as boilers, roofs, 
buses, and technology.  School districts do not receive funding that supports major 
improvements to these areas and often rely on the community for financial support.

For this reason, Farmington Public Schools has a bond proposal on the ballot for 
Tuesday, March 10. We are asking voters to consider a $98 million bond that will address priorities that were determined by 
a 2019 Facilities Study and not addressed with the 2015 bond proposal. While you may see the same areas being addressed 
such as buses, technology, and infrastructure, there will not be any duplication of work that was completed with the 2015 bond.  
Unfortunately, these priority areas must be addressed during the next seven to 10 years. 

As your superintendent, I am here to assure you that these improvements are necessary and that the money will be used as 
listed in the ballot language. Please note that no money can be spent on anything that does not fall within the scope of the 
ballot language or used for operational expenses such as salaries and wages.  It is also important to note that bond  
dollars are audited by an outside firm each year. 

If this bond passes, the yearly cost to the average Farmington Hills homeowner will be $107.55 and to the Farmington 
homeowner, it is $67.14. This amount is lower than what taxpayers paid in 2019. We feel that 
this is a good investment for our students and for your property values.

I urge you to learn more about the bond proposal. Our website,  
www.farmington.k12.mi.us, is full of detailed information about the proposed 
bond and the 2015 bond. If you have questions about the proposal, please email 
them to info@fpsk12.net or call Diane Bauman in our School/Community  
Relations Department at 248. 489. 3349.

Thank you for your time.

Robert C. Herrera, Superintendent, 
Farmington Public Schools

 Farmington

 Farmington Hills

Average Cost to Homeowners

 $75,000 $37,500 -$3.75 $33.75 $2.81 -$37.50
 $100,000 $50,000 -$5.00 $45.00 $3.75 -$50.00
 $149,200 $74,600 -$7.46 $67.14 $5.60 -$74.60
 $150,000 $75,000 -$7.50 $67.50 $5.63 -$75.00
 $200,000 $100,000 -$10.00 $90.00 $7.50 -$100.00
 $239,000 $119,500 -$11.95 $107.55 $8.96 -$119.50
 $250,000 $125,000 -$12.50 $112.50 $9.38 -$125.00
 $350,000 $175,000 -$17.50 $157.50 $13.13 -$175.00

Average Home Value in 

Average Home Value in

Average taxable values in Farmington and Farmington Hills based on the 2019 figures received from the Assessor’s Office.

Approx. market Taxable Projected. .90 Approx. Projected 
value of your value of your .10 mil  tax first year monthly 1.0 mil tax decrease

property property decrease cost cost if bond does not pass

The 2019 Facilities Assessment Plan can 
be found on the District website at:
www.farmington.k12.mi.us/bond2020

The District serves more than 9,000 students a year 
in 17 school buildings in Farmington, Farmington Hills, 

and a portion of West Bloomfield.
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Q&A
Bond Facts
• The bond projects a DECREASE

in the current debt millage rate of 3.30
to 3.20 for homeowners compared
to 2019. Property owners are expected
to pay a lower rate for school debt millage.
Farmington Public Schools holds
one of the lowest debt millage rates
in Oakland County.

• The $98 million bond is planned to
be sold in two series - 2020 and 2023;
each series is for 20 years.

• The bond is based on priorities
determined by the 2019 Facilities
Study; there will not be any duplication
of work that was completed with the
2015 bond. All construction is planned
to be completed over a six-year period.

Key Elements of the 2020 Bond 
Infrastructure & 
Equipment   
Improvements to address 
identified infrastructure 
priorities at all facilities.

Safety and Security  
Additional safety 
measures such as video 
surveillance systems 
installed at elementary 
schools.

Technology 
Integration 
Replacement of technol-
ogy equipment with the 
focus being on technol-
ogy integration in the 
classroom to enhance 
learning.

Outdoor Site 
Improvements 
Improvements to address 
identified outdoor site 
priorities at all schools. 

Buses 
Purchase of 
approximately 53 new 
buses to replace older 
models over the next 
seven years.

Our Kids, Our Community, 
Our Future

2012 20132009
The Facilities Forward Steering 
Committee (FFSC) was formed to 
develop a vision for 21st Century 
learning and a plan for educational 
facilities to support that vision.

The Capital Finance Planning Task Team took the Vision 
recommendation of the FFSC and developed the most 
appropriate funding structure for achieving the Vision.  

A Facilities Study was conducted 
that identified more than $100 
million in infrastructure needs 
across the District.

The District also had 
program and technology 
needs. All of the needs 
added up to $222 million.

Replace Buses  
$5.5 Million

Technology 
$20 Million

Infrastructure 
Needs
$72.5 Million

Financial 
Total estimated breakdown costs for the bond 
program: 
$98 million - (3.2 millage rate) - Covers about 
seven years of priorities within the District
• Infrastructure Priorities . . . . . $72.5 million
• Technology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20.0 million
• Replace Buses . . . . . . . . . . . . . $    5.5 million 

How can I be assured that bond funds will be spent on what they 
are supposed to be spent on? 
One way is that the District’s independent auditors audit the 
District’s bond funds each fiscal year, according to a state law 
requirement. Bond projects are also presented and approved by 
the Board of Education in an open meeting.  Bond funds cannot 
be spent outside the scope of work that is outlined in the ballot 
language.

When the 2015 bond was passed, it included upgrades  
to Harrison High School. Since it was then slated to close,  
no bond money went toward the originally proposed  
upgrades. Where was that money spent?
The majority of the money allocated to Harrison High School 
was used to combine the Alameda Early Childhood Center and 
Farmington Community Early Childhood Center into one location 
(the current Alameda site). Once the new center opens in the Fall 
of 2020, Farmington Community School will be closed.  

Money was also allocated to the new parking lot at Maxfield  
Education Center. A new parking lot was needed due to the loss 
of parking spaces once the courthouse and the parking lots next 
door to the Center were demolished for redevelopment.

These two projects fall into the scope of work that was presented 
on the 2015 ballot.

We passed a bond in 2015 for the schools, why does the District 
need more money for the schools?  Didn’t everything get fixed 
with the last bond?
While the $131.5 million bond in 2015 did address a large 
number of improvements in the District, it did not cover all of the 
identified priorities. In 2009, the District identified $222 million 
of items that needed to be attended to in the District. At that time, 
voters did not support the requested $222 million. The District 
pared the bond request down to $131.5 and that passed in 2015. 
The remaining identified areas now need to be addressed.

Where can I find out how the money was spent on the 2015 
bond?
You can visit the District’s website at www.farmington.k12.mi.us/
bond2020. On the website, there is a link to the 2015 bond page 
and also a PowerPoint presentation called FPS 2015 Bond Pro-
gram Close-out Presentation 01-28-2020 that gives an overview 
of the program.

Will the District be coming back to the voters in the next five 
years for a bond if the 2020 bond passes?
The $98 million that is being requested has been designed to 
fund the District’s capital needs over the next seven - 10 years.

The $222 million bond proposal 
placed on the August 6 ballot 
failed at the polls.

After hearing feedback from the community, the total Bond amount was lowered 
and restructured into two separate questions on the ballot:  $154.6 million  
for Safety, Infrastructure and Technology and $31.6 million for Arts, Athletics,  
and Technology Replacement. This bond failed at the polls on November 5.

Bond dollars cannot be spent on operational expenses or staff compensation.

The average homeowner cost for this bond is approximately $6-$9 per month.

1

3

2

Frequently Asked Questions about the 2020 Bond Proposal

For a complete list of Frequently Asked Questions, please visit: 
www.farmington.k12.mi.us/bond2020
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1. Playground Equipment
Average cost per elementary school $250,000
Life expectancy 20 years
Eight elementary schools will receive new playground equipment.

2. Buses
Average cost per bus $90,000
Life expectancy 10 years
Currently FPS has 95 buses, 53 are nearing their life expectancy and
need to be replaced over the next seven years.

3. Paving
Average cost to pave an elementary school $250,000
Life expectancy 15 years (varies due to lot size)
Asphalt parking areas need to be repaired.

4. Security Upgrades
Average cost per elementary school $35,000
Life expectancy 10 years
For example:  New elementary video surveillance cameras.

5. Boilers (hot water heating)
Average cost per unit $75,000
Life expectancy 20 years
School buildings have 2-5 boilers each, approximately 32 
are in need of replacement over the next seven years.

6. Windows
Range of cost from $275,000 to $1.4 million
Life expectancy 30 years
Replacement of windows - no windows were replaced in the last bond
and on average are more than 20 years old.

7. Resurfacing of tracks
Average cost per middle school $135,000
Life expectancy 12-15 years
Middle schools will receive new rubberized surfaces.

8. Technology Upgrades
Total 10 year plan $20 million
Life expectancy 7-10 years
Replacing, adding new student computers, and network infrastructure.

5

VOTE FROM HOME 
BY ABSENT VOTER BALLOT!

Recent legislation now allows for a US Citizen  
who is qualified to vote in Michigan to receive 
an absent voter ballot for any Election without 

having to provide a reason.
A signed absent voter ballot application is still 

required for all Elections to receive a ballot.
YOU CAN GET ON YOUR CITIES PERMANENT ABSENT 

VOTER APPLICATION LIST TO AUTOMATICALLY  
RECEIVE APPLICATIONS FOR EVERY ELECTION!

Farmington Hills residents can visit the following 
website for Election Information: 

https://www.fhgov.com/Government/ 
Departments-Divisions/City-Clerk/Elections.aspx

City of Farmington residents can visit the following 
website for Election Information: 

https://www.ci.farmington.mi.us/City-Services/ 
City-Clerk/Election-Information.aspx

West Bloomfield residents can visit the following 
website for Election Information: 

http://www.wbtownship.org/government/ 
departments/clerk/elections_voting_page.php

Absent voter ballot applications are automatically 
mailed out by the City Clerk’s Office to all voters 
on the permanent list approximately two months 

before to an Election.
The deadline to request an absent voter ballot 

to be mailed by first-class mail is 5 p.m. 
the Friday prior to any Election.

Election Update

On August 19, the Capital Planning Advisory Committee 
(CPAC) was formed and recommended a bond proposal 
go to the voters on May 5, 2015, and that the District form 
a Building and Site Utilization Committee. 

The charge to the Committee was to develop recommenda-
tions related to future steps necessary for responsible  
stewardship of District capital and property resources.  
One of their recommendations was that FPS should consider 
a capital program or sinking fund in the next 3-5 years.

The $131.5 million bond 
proposal was approved by 
voters on May 5, 2015.

$98 million bond 
proposal goes to the 
voters on March 10, 
2020.

2019

The District conducted a second Facilities 
Study which identified $106.7 million needs 
in the District over the next 10 years.

The Board of Education voted 
to put a $98 million bond on 
the March 10, 2020 ballot.

2019

https://www.fhgov.com/Government/ Departments-Divisions/City-Clerk/Elections.aspx
ttps://www.ci.farmington.mi.us/City-Services/ City-Clerk/Election-Information.aspx
http://www.wbtownship.org/government/ departments/clerk/elections_voting_page.php
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Projected impact 
of the bond on the debt 
millage rate

Election 
Tuesday, March 10

Polls Open
7 a.m. - 8 p.m.
The bond reflects  

a projected DECREASE  
in the debt millage rate 

from 2019.

UpDate is a newsletter for Farmington Public 
Schools’ residents. It is published four times 
during the school year by the School/Community 
Relations Department. Comments and sugges-
tions are welcome. Please email info@fpsk12.net 
or call 248.489.3349. 

Superintendent
Dr. Robert C. Herrera

Board of Education 
Pamela S. Green, President
Terry L. Johnson, Vice President
Angie F. Smith, Secretary
Zach T. Rich, Treasurer
Jessica B. Cummings, Trustee
Richard D. Mukamal, Trustee
Terri A. Weems, Trustee

Editors
Diane Bauman 
Director, School/Community Relations
diane.bauman@fpsk12.net

Lynne Meyer 
Communication Specialist
lynne.meyer@fpsk12.net #FPSSuccess

www.facebook.com/FarmingtonPublicSchools

https://twitter.com/fpsinformation/

www.instagram.com/farmingtonpublicschools/

www.pinterest.com/fpsk12
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Shall the Farmington Public School District, County of Oakland, Michigan, 
borrow the principal sum of not to exceed Ninety-Eight Million Dollars 
($98,000,000) and issue its general obligation unlimited tax bonds for the 
purpose of defraying the cost of making the following improvements:

• remodeling School District buildings for safety and security  
 improvements;
• constructing additions to, equipping, furnishing, reequipping,  
 refurnishing and remodeling School District buildings, including  
 classroom, auditorium, roofing and climate control improvements;
• improving and developing sites, including outdoor athletic  
 facilities, playgrounds and structures in the School District;
• acquiring school buses; and
• acquiring and installing technology infrastructure and equipment?

YES
NO

The debt millage required to retire all bonds of the School District 
currently outstanding and proposed pursuant to this Bond Proposal, if 
approved, is estimated to be at or below 3.20 mills, which is .10 mill less 
than the 2019 levy. The estimated millage to be levied in 2020 to service 
this issue of bonds is .90 mill ($ .90 per $1,000 of taxable value) and the 
estimated simple average annual millage rate required to retire the bonds 
of this issue is 1.12 mill ($1.12 per $1,000 of taxable value). The bonds 
may be issued in multiple series, payable in the case of each series in not 
to exceed 20 years from the date of issue of such series.

(Under state law, bond proceeds may not be used to pay teacher or 
administrator salaries, routine maintenance costs or other School District 
operating expenses.)

Total projected debt 
millage rate is .10 mills 
BELOW 2019 levy

The District plans 
two series of bonds; 
first series in 2020, 
second series in 
2023. Each series 
will be paid off 
within 20 years.

Major components  
include safety and  
security, infrastructure  
and equipment, new  
technology, outdoor  
site improvements  
and buses

Bond proceeds may  
only be spent on capital  
costs, not on operating 
expenses.  Use of  
proceeds must be 
audited.

Bond Proposal Ballot Language
Understanding Farmington Public Schools’ Bond Proposal Ballot Language

Maximum borrowing 
amount is $98 million

Bond proceeds may 
only be used for 
these purposes

Projected rate just 
for these bonds as 
the debt millage 
rate for other FPS 
bonds declines.

School districts borrow 
for capital projects by 
issuing bonds

57 Years
Average

School Buildings
 

67Years 
Oldest School Building

 

30 Years
Newest
School

Building
 

Farmington Public Schools has 17 schools and 21 sites 
all together. The age of our schools, averaging  

more than 57 years old, require regular  
investment and repair.




