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On Tuesday, March 10, voters within  
Farmington Public Schools’ boundaries will 
be asked to consider a $98 million ballot 
proposal to address identified infrastructure 
priorities in the District, along with addi-
tional safety and security measures, devices 
to support technology integration into the 
classroom to enhance learning, outdoor site 
improvements and buses. Facility infrastruc-
ture that was not addressed in the 2015 
bond proposal has now reached its useful 
life. There will not be any duplication of 
work from the last bond.  

The bond projects a DECREASE in the 
current debt millage rate of 3.30 to 3.20 for 

Martha Maitlen selected as Farmington Public 
Schools’ Senior Adult Extraordinaire for 2019

Voters asked to consider 
$98 million bond proposal 
on March 10 ballot

UpDate

www.facebook.com/FarmingtonPublic Schools

https://twitter.com/fpsinformationwww.instagram.com/farmingtonpublicschools

www.pinterest.com/fpsk12

Winter

Recently Farmington Public Schools hon-
ored Martha Maitlen with the Senior Adult 
Extraordinaire award at the 23rd Annual Senior 
Adult Breakfast. Superintendent Robert Herrera 
presented Martha Maitlen with the award at this 
year’s breakfast. The Senior Adult Extraordinaire 
Award honors senior adults who volunteer their 
time and talents to enhancing educational activi-
ties for students in Farmington Public Schools.

The Breakfast is designed to provide senior 
citizens with an update on the school district, an 
opportunity for seniors to interact with students 
and school personnel, and time to enjoy a few 
Farmington Public Schools’ musical ensembles. 
This year, the guests were entertained by the 
Farmington High School Orchestra, under the 
direction of Ted McDonald, and the North Farm-
ington High School Choir, under the direction of 
Jason Debant.

continued on page 3

Senior Adult Extraordinaire, Martha Maitlen,  
poses with her nominator, Suzanne Burzynski,  
and Superintendent Robert Herrera.
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Election 
Tuesday, March 10

Polls Open
7 a .m . - 8 p .m .
The bond reflects  

a projected DECREASE  
in the debt millage rate 

from 2019.

homeowners 
compared to 
2019. Prop-
erty owners 
are expected 
to pay a lower 
rate for school 
debt millage. 
Farmington 
Public Schools 
holds one of 
the lowest 
debt millages 
in Oakland 
County.

See insert for more information

Projected impact 
of the bond on the 
debt millage rate
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Board of Education  
Meeting Dates
2020
January 28 April 21
February 11 May 5
February 25 May 19
March 10 June 2
March 24 June 16
April 7 

2020/21
August 18

All meetings are scheduled to begin 
at 6:00 p.m. and will be held at the Lewis 
Schulman Administrative Center located at  
32500 Shiawassee Street (between  
Farmington and Power Roads) in Farmington . 

Farmington/Farmington Hills Education Foundation thanks 
the community for their support of the “Toast to Education”

11. 1.19

Wine & Beer • Food Tasting Stations 
Strolling Ra�e • Wheel of Wine

David Drake and the 
Awesome All Star Big Band

          ADULT EVENT Must be 21 to attend
Benefiting the students of Farmington Public Schools

 Purchase Tickets @ http://bit.ly/ToastEd 

For more information: 248.426.2897 

Farmington Hills Manor
23666 Orchard Lake Road, Farmington Hills

Tickets • $45 in advance • $50 at the door
7 - 9:30 p.m.
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On Friday, November 
1, more than 400 guests 
celebrated education at “A 
Toast to Education” host-
ed by the Farmington/
Farmington Hills Educa-
tion Foundation (FFHEF) 
and held at Farmington 
Hills Manor. This seventh 
annual signature fund-
raising event featured 
modern big band jazz 
from David Drake and 
the Awesome Allstar Big 
Band, food tastings from 
local restaurants, wine, 
and craft beer tastings, 
and raffle items from lo-
cal businesses. 

Local business owners, 
parents, residents, Founda-
tion trustees, and school 
administrators served as 
guest pourers and serv-
ers. The event’s presenting 
sponsor was Paulson’s Au-
dio/Video and More. Other 
sponsors included Busch’s 
Fresh Food Markets, Mc-
Carthy & Smith, Inc., LOC 
Federal Credit Union, State 
Representative Christine 
Greig, Farmington/Farm-
ington Hills Optimist Club, 
Randy Bruce 37th District 
House Candidate, RFT,  
Ram Creations, Dublin 
Cleaners, and Darrell’s 
Firestone.

The Foundation is 
happy to report that this 
year’s event grossed  
more than $49,000, an  
increase of 10 percent 
over the 2018 total of 
$45,000, to support  
innovation grants in 
scholastic achievement, 
extracurricular enrichment, 
the arts, and technology 
integration.

Raffle items were donat-
ed by many local, regional, 
and national businesses, as 
well as by 14 school PTAs/
PTSAs in the District. The raffle team was led by 
Toast volunteer Sarina Mosher and Aimee Ergas, 
FFHEF Trustee. 

“Every prize showed the 
generosity of our community, 
our schools’ PTAs, and PTSAs, 
and the dedication of our FF-
HEF trustees...this was truly a 
team effort,” Ergas remarked. 
We would also like to thank 
our celebrity spinners - Media 
personality Paul Gross and State 
Representative Christine Greig.

Since launching in 2012, 
the Education Foundation has 
awarded more than $347,000 in 
grants for 307 projects that  
have touched every school,  
in the form of technology,  

extracurricular enrichment, the arts, and scholastic 
achievement. 

The Farmington/Farmington Hills Education 
Foundation is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. 
The Foundation’s mission is to “foster investment 
in innovative educational opportunities to benefit 
the students of Farmington Public Schools.” Addi-
tional information about the Education Foundation 
and its work is available online at www.ffhedfoun-
dation.org, Facebook and Twitter. Questions may 
be directed to Nancy Jennings, Executive Director, 
at director@ffhedfoundation.org. 

Attendees purchase raffle tickets in an attempt to win some of the amazing prizes at the Toast.      

FHS parent Becky Lasecki, FPS School Board Trustee Terri Weems and Education Foundation Executive Director 
Nancy Jennings  pose with celebrity wheel of wine spinner Paul Gross.

Attention Class of 2020:
Every spring, the Farmington/Farmington 
Hills Education Foundation helps support 
scholarships offered by the community to 
graduating seniors . The Local Scholarship 
Program gives ALL seniors with unique 
talents and all scholastic abilities a chance 
to connect with local organizations offering 
scholarships available only to seniors in our 
District . There are scholarships that serve 
ALL graduating students for 2020, as well 
as school-specific scholarships, PTA/PTSA 
scholarships, service scholarships, and many 
more . To apply, complete the FPS Common 
Application and any additional applications 
or documents that may be required . The list 
of scholarships and FPS Common Applica-
tion can be found at https://www .farming-
ton .k12 .mi .us/scholarships 

Applications are due in your school’s 
counseling office no later than 2:45 
p.m. on Friday, March 20. 
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Continued from page 1

Martha Maitlen was chosen for this award 
due to her commitment to Hillside Elemen-
tary School. For the past seven years, Suzanne 
Burzynski, has come to rely on her to make 
copies, assist with projects, and sort items. In 
addition to helping Suzanne, Martha also helps 
students with math, reading, and writing. She 
listens to the students read, engages them in 
math games, and helps them with grammar. Ad-
ditionally, Martha assists parents with the various 
classroom holiday parties. 

“Martha has become part of our crew,” stated 
nominator and fourth grade teacher at Hillside 
Elementary School, Suzanne Burzynski. “Martha 
has been volunteering in my classroom one to 
two times a week, for years. She has been an 
incredible helper in numerous ways.”

 

“I was shocked to win this award,” stated Martha 
Maitlen. “Working at Hillside has been such a 
positive experience for me. Suzanne is a sweet-
heart and we have become friends. I truly enjoy 
when the students teach me about their cul-
tures.”

Past winners of the Senior Adult Extraordi-
naire award include:  Loretta Keller, Betty Bemis, 
John Weigel, Lorice Khoury, Bob Long, Dianne 
Long, Nancy Waldman, Ray Okonski, Marge 
Whittemore, Nancy Leflar, Michael Liebowitz, 
Diane DeSousa, Allan Whittemore, Virginia Starr, 
Lincoln Avery, Leona Goetzke, Demetra Mehas, 
Tina Mehas, and Toula Mehas. 

Farmington Public Schools was delighted to 
see so many seniors who came to learn more 
about the school district. 

Martha Maitlen selected as Farmington Public 
Schools’ Senior Adult Extraordinaire for 2019

Thank a school board 
member during January

Farmington High School - 12 p.m.  
North Farmington High School - 4 p.m. _________

Farmington Central High School
Thursday, June 11 - 7 p.m. 

Farmington High School Auditorium

2020 Graduations
Sunday • June 7, 2020

USA Hockey Arena • 14900 North Beck Rd ., Plymouth

Student Count Day 
set for Wednesday, 
February 12
“Count Days” are critical to our school district because our 
funding is directly connected to the number of students 
who are in school on the two count days in Michigan . The 
first day this year was Wednesdays, October 2, 2019, the 
next count day is Wednesday, February 12, 2020.

Please make every effort to have your child in school on 
this crucial day . If possible, please make doctor or dentist 
appointments another day . Thank you so much for your  
assistance in making our “Count Days” a success .

Farmington African American 
Parent Network (FAAPN) 
offers tutoring — grades K-12

Super Saturdays
Saturday mornings
9 a .m . - 12 p .m .
Snacks provided
2020 Tutoring Dates
January 25 March 28
February 1 April 18
February 8 April 25
February 22 May 2
February 29 May 9
March 7 May 16
March 14 May 30
March 21
Areas of emphasis: Math, Reading, Writing, Science, 
History, and some languages .

Maxfield Education Center
32789 W. 10 Mile Rd.
Farmington, MI 

Save 
the Date!
Toast to 
Education 
2020
Friday, November 6

Farmington Public Schools is joining 529 local 
and 56 intermediate school districts across Michi-
gan in the celebration of School Board Recognition 
Month, January 2020.

“Our school board members spend countless 
hours of unpaid time working to provide the best 
possible education for our students,” stated Su-
perintendent Robert Herrera. “Celebrating School 
Board Recognition Month is one way in which 
the District thanks the board members for their 
service.” 

School board members represent their fellow 
citizens’ views and priorities in the complex enter-
prise of maintaining and running the community’s 
public schools. They also reinforce the principle 
of local control over public education, which is an 
important, highly valued aspect of education in 
Michigan.

“Too often the efforts of school board members 
go unrecognized,” Herrera said.

“Even though we are making a special effort during January to show appreciation for our school 
board members, we recognize their contributions reflect a year-round effort on their part,” Herrera 
said. “They are dedicated individuals who are committed to improving student achievement and fight-
ing for what is best for all of our students.”

Farmington Public Schools is honored to celebrate the following individuals: 
President - Pamela S. Green, Vice President - Terry L. Johnson, Secretary - Angie F. Smith, Trea-

surer - Zach T. Rich, Trustee - Jessica B. Cummings, Trustee - Richard D. Mukamal, and Trustee - 
Terri A. Weems.

Thank you to our school board members for their countless hours of service!
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Alumni
Join your alumni association today  

and support new generations of tomorrow!
Donate today at http://fpsalum.nationbuilder.com/

All FPS graduates are invited to join their respective school’s association!
Make a donation for the year you graduated (e.g. a 1980 graduate would donate $19.80).

The alumni associations will support:  
 • A yearly Alumni Scholarship at each school (beginning in 2020,  
  including a special award for a former Harrison student)
 • Opportunities to Mentor or be Mentored
 • Reunion Support
 • Networking Opportunities 
 • and a car magnet to show your school pride as our gift to you!

The Farmington/Farmington Hills Education Foundation 
announces launch of Farmington Public School Alumni Associations

The Farmington STEAM Academy (FSA) application window, 
informational session, and lottery will be held at the end 
of January for families that reside within the Farmington 
Public School District boundaries .

The Farmington STEAM Academy is a K - 8 school . STEAM 
is a philosophy of learning, not a specific program. FSA is 
rooted in project-based learning which ignites students to 
become innovative thinkers and creatively solve real-world 
problems . STEAM is an integrated approach to learning 
that includes:

S: Science Standards and Social SCIENCES 
T:  Incorporation of TECHNOLOGY 
E: Principles of ENGINEERING and Design 
A: English Language and Performing/Visual ARTS 
M: Application of MATHEMATICS

The application window for FSA will take place from 
January 27 - February 3, 2020 .  Applications will be 
available on the FSA website at www .farmington .k12 .mi .us/
fsa on January 27, 2020 . Online applications will open at 
12:05 a .m . on Monday,  January 27 and will close at 11:59 
p .m . on Monday, February 3 . 

A private lottery will be held on Thursday, February 13, to 
fill open slots for the 2020-2021 school year. Families will 
be notified of the results via email on March 9, 2020. The 
FSA waitlist will be posted on March 9 at 4 p .m . on the FSA 
website . A tour of FSA for lottery applicants who received a 
lottery spot for the 2020 - 2021 school year will be offered 
at a later date .

Families are asked not to phone FSA for the results as they 
will only be provided via email . 

To learn more about FSA, visit www .farmington .k12 .mi .us/fsa

Interested families should attend the 
Informational Session on Wednesday,  
January 29, 2020, from 7 - 8 p.m. at the 
Farmington STEAM Academy which is located 
at 32800 W. 12 Mile Rd., Farmington Hills. 

Farmington STEAM 
Academy accepting 
applications January 27 
- February 3 

Farmington Public Schools’ Alumni Association launched 
to connect and engage alumni

In an effort to connect and engage Farmington 
Public Schools’ alumni and friends, the Farm-
ington/Farmington Hills Education Foundation 
is launching a new FPS Alumni Association and 
seeking input through a survey.

The FPS Alumni Association will keep alumni, 
supporters, and community members connected 
through a searchable directory, online community, 
regular news updates, events, and other potential 
services such as volunteering and mentoring op-
portunities.

Farmington Public Schools’ alumni and sup-
porters can sign up to stay in touch through the 
association’s regular communications. They can 
become association members through a donation 
that brings exclusive benefits - from alumni T-
shirts and magnets to reserved parking and tickets 
for sporting and theater events. Donations also 
support the alumni association’s activities, which 
directly benefit Farmington’s current and future 
students.

“We are very excited to move ahead with this 
new alumni association designed specifically for 
the people who have made our school district 
and community such a wonderful place over the 
years,” said Aimee Ergas, Committee Chair of 

Alumni Outreach for the Farmington/Farmington 
Hills Education Foundation.

“We are proud of the fact that many alumni 
continue to support our schools’ current students 
in so many meaningful ways. We look forward to 
having some great conversations and to increas-
ing our level of engagement with alumni in the 
months and years to come.” 

Alumni and supporters may submit their names 
to the online directory and get information on 
class reunions, profiles of their fellow alumni and 
news on district initiatives and events. They also 
can learn more about how they can get involved 
and help support Farmington’s current students.

The Education Foundation is releasing a com-
munity interest survey asking alumni and com-
munity members to share their thoughts on what 
information and services they would like to see 
from the new Alumni Association.

To take the short survey, please visit https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/FPSalum. To explore 
the new Farmington Public Schools’ Alumni  
Association and learn more about how you can 
get more involved, please visit its new website at 
fpsalum.nationbuilder.com.

Membership Levels
$1,000 Dean’s List: 
 • Reserved parking pass for home football games (2020) and Boys and Girls Basketball (2019-2020)
 • Two reserved tickets to all home football games (2020) and Boys and Girls basketball (2019-2020)
 • Two tickets to spring musical
 • Seat on your school’s FPS Alumni Advisory Committee (optional)
 • All incentives listed in levels below

$250 Honor Roll: 
 • Your school’s Alumni Association’s Fall Tailgate Party (2020)
 • All incentives listed in levels below
 

$100 Yearbook: 
 • Alumni tee-shirt for your school
 • invitation to Annual Superintendent Reception 
 •  All incentives listed in level below
 

$Your Year! Graduate: 
 • Join for your graduation year
 • Car magnet for your school
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School Bond 
Election
Tuesday,
March 10

What is on the March 10, 2020 ballot? 
On Tuesday, March 10, 2020, voters within Farmington Public Schools’ boundaries will be 
asked to consider a $98 million ballot proposal to finance:

Safety and Security Upgrades at all Schools 
Included in the additional measures for safety, video surveillance systems will be installed at the 
elementary schools to monitor corridor circulation, along with additional door access systems 
and exterior lighting . The improvements are designed to create a welcoming environment while 
providing a higher level of safety for our students, staff, and parents . 

Infrastructure & Equipment  
Due to the aging infrastructure of our schools (All but one of our school buildings range  
in age from 46 to 66 years old), the District has determined that improvements are required  
to maintain healthy and safe learning environments . Building components and systems that  
are beyond their useful lives will be addressed to create equity across all schools and also  
to provide energy savings initiatives that reduce pressure on our operating budget . By making 
these improvements with the bond proceeds, we will be better positioned to reduce the use  
of general fund dollars for these upgrades and gain operating efficiencies. Areas to be  
addressed: Electrical, Exterior Lighting, HVAC systems, Roofs, Code Compliance, Parking  
Lots/Paving, Playground Equipment/Structures .  

Over the past few years, unexpected, emergency infrastructure challenges/failures have occurred, 
forcing the District to utilize general fund dollars to repair or replace boilers, repair or replace 
old roofs, etc. This bond will address additional deficiencies identified in the 2019 Capital As-
sessment Plan utilizing dollars outside the General Fund .

Improve Large Group Instructional Spaces 
Middle school performance spaces will be upgraded, supporting use by our students for vocal 
and musical concerts, large school assemblies, theater productions, and community activities . 
This work includes: Sound Systems, Stage Flooring, Rigging, Lighting House and Theater, Acousti-
cal Upgrades

Technology Integration 
Replacement of technology equipment with the focus being on technology 
integration in the classroom to enhance learning . Instructional technology  
tools include:

- Student and Staff Computers
- Classroom audio-visual systems
- Network Improvements: Wireless, Structured Cabling, 

and Server Storage
- Fiber optic cabling

Outdoor Site Improvements 
Improvements to address identified outdoor site priorities at all schools. 

- High School Baseball and Softball field improvements 
- New track surfaces at middle schools 
- Elementary playground equipment where needed

Purchase of New Buses 
Purchase of 53 new buses to replace older models . The State assigns a useful 
life of six years for buses . Only one-third have been replaced; two-thirds will 
need to be replaced over the next six years . More than 45 percent of the current 
bus fleet is 10 years old and the District’s experience is that a lot of mainte-
nance is required to keep the fleet safe and operational and to meet the State 
bus inspection requirements . 

School Bond Election
Tuesday • March 10, 2020

Projected DECREASE in Debt Millage Rate from 2019

Our Kids, Our Community, Our Future

Continued on page 6
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Replace Buses $5.5 Million

Technology $20 Million

Infrastructure 
Needs
$72.5 Million

Financial 
Total estimated breakdown costs for the bond program: 
$98 million - (3.2 millage rate) - Covers about seven years 
of priorities within the District
• Infrastructure Priorities

$72.5 million
• Technology $20.0 million
• Replace Buses $5.5 million

Continued from page 5

School Bond Election
Tuesday • March 10, 2020

Projected DECREASE in Debt Millage Rate from 2019

Our Kids, Our Community, Our Future

How was this plan developed? 
The March 10, 2020 proposal was developed to support the infrastructure priorities 
of the District that were established by the Capital Planning Advisory Committee 
formed in March 2014 which recommended a $131 .5 million bond proposal to go to 
voters in May 2015 .  The bond passed and work was done throughout the District .

Plante Moran conducted a Facilities Study in 2019 and recommended the priorities 
that need to be addressed in the next seven years . 

Why should this bond program be brought to the voters 
at this time? 

The bond proposal is being brought to the voters at this time because: 

• Due to the increasing age of our school buildings, our infrastructure requires
additional investment to avoid deterioration and provide a safe, hospitable
learning environment . 

• Through the bond, our students and staff will be provided technology tools that
support teaching and learning . This technology will support the District’s efforts
to prepare our students for the demands of colleges and careers . 

• This bond proposal also would support the District’s efforts to preserve general
fund dollars for instruction by providing a funding source to preserve and
improve our infrastructure . 

• By going out for a vote in March 2020,  the bond is expected to support a
DECREASE in the 2019 debt millage rate for homeowners (from 3 .30 to 3 .20);
taxpayers are projected to pay a lower rate than in 2019 for the school
debt millage .

What is the cost to the District for this election? 
Due to the fact that there is a Presidential Primary on the ballot on March 10, 2020, 
there are minimal election costs for the District . 

What are the benefits of the bond proposal for residents who 
don’t have students in the district? 
Studies indicate that healthy communities depend on healthy schools to attract 
families and help protect property values . District facilities and sites are regularly 
used by community members for recreational/athletic activities and events, meet-
ings, and performances . Capital investment in these facilities provides stewardship 
for the community’s investment in our schools . According to local realtors, the quality 
of a school district’s programs and the condition of its schools are two major factors 
that people consider when choosing where to purchase a home . Updated schools can 
enhance property values . 

Will the non-school buildings see any improvements?
Yes.   While the emphasis is on preparing and enhancing our schools for students and 
staff, part of that priority includes addressing the facilities housing the departments 
that support our schools, and the aging infrastructure of those sites .

How can I be assured that bond funds will be spent on what they 
are supposed to be spent on? 
One way is that the District’s independent auditors audit the District’s bond funds 
each fiscal year, pursuant to a state law requirement.

Bond projects are presented and approved by the Board of Education in an open 
meeting .

Bond Frequently Asked Questions

Q & A



For any questions, please email 
info@fpsk12.net

For further information about the bond,  
please visit the District’s website www.farmington.k12.mi.us
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Projected impact of the bond on the debt 
millage rate

 Farmington

Average Cost to Homeowners

 $75,000 $37,500 $3.75 $33.75 $2.81
 $100,000 $50,000 $5.00 $45.00 $3.75
 $149,200 $74,600 $7.46 $67.14 $5.60
 $150,000 $75,000 $7.50 $67.50 $5.63
 $200,000 $100,000 $10.00 $90.00 $7.50
 $239,000 $119,500 $11.95 $107.55 $8.96
 $250,000 $125,000 $12.50 $112.50 $9.38
 $350,000 $175,000 $17.50 $157.50 $13.13

 Farmington Hills

Average Home Value in 

Average Home Value in

Average taxable values in Farmington and Farmington Hills based on the 2019 figures received  
from the Assessor’s Office.

Approx. market Taxable Projected. .90 Approx.
value of your value of your .10 mil  tax per year monthly

 property property decrease cost cost

Benefits to the 
Community
• The bond projects a DECREASE in the current

debt millage rate of 3.30 to 3.20 for
homeowners compared to 2019. Property
owners are expected to pay a lower rate for
school debt millage. Farmington Public Schools
holds one of the lowest debt millages
in Oakland County.

• Studies show a highly desirable school system
can help to ensure that a community
is attractive to new families.

• The bond will help to keep operating dollars
in the classroom for students rather than fixing
infrastructure needs.

Bond Facts
• The bond is for $98 million planned to be sold

in two series - 2020 and 2023; each series
is for 20 years.

• The bond is based on priorities determined by
the 2019 Facilities Study; there will not be any
duplication of work that was completed
with the 2015 bond. All construction is planned
to be completed over a six-year period.

Community Forums
about the Bond

Superintendent Bob Herrera will present  
an overview of the bond proposal and answer any questions .

Wednesday, January 22
7 - 8 p .m .

Wednesday, January 29
10-11 a .m .

Maxfield Education Center
32789 W. 10 Mile Rd., Farmington
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Important Deadlines
• Monday, February 24th - Last day to register to vote in any matter other than in-person

at your local Clerk’s Office.

• Tuesday, February 25 through Tuesday, March 10 — until 8 p.m. - A person may register to vote in-person
at their local Clerk’s Office with proof of residency.

• Friday, March 6 — 5 p.m. - Deadline to request an absent voter ballot to be mailed via first class mail.

• Monday, March 9—  until 4 p.m. - Last day for registered voters to request an absent voter ballot in-person
at the Clerk’s Office.  Photo ID or completion of an Affidavit Not in Possession of Photo ID is required.

• Tuesday, March 10 — until 8 p.m. - A person registering on Election Day in-person in the Clerk’s Office
may obtain and vote an absent voter ballot or vote in their proper precinct .

Farmington Hills residents can visit the following website for Election Information: 
https://www .fhgov .com/Government/Departments-Divisions/City-Clerk/Elections .aspx

City of Farmington residents can visit the following website for Election Information: 
https://www .ci .farmington .mi .us/City-Services/City-Clerk/Election-Information .aspx

West Bloomfield residents can visit the following website for Election Information: 
http://www .wbtownship .org/government/departments/clerk/elections_voting_page .php

Where and when do I register to vote?  
To vote in the March 10, 2020 School Election, a person must: 
• reside within the school boundaries of Farmington Public Schools
• be registered to vote by election day

To register to vote, a person must be:
• a United States citizen
• at least 18 years of age by election day 
• a resident of Michigan and the city or township where you are applying to vote

Neighboring and peer districts have experienced the same challenges associated with aging buildings, safety and 
security enhancement needs, and outdated technology and learning environments . Bond programs have been 
approved and implemented in several area districts including Novi, which passed a $185 million bond in August 
2019 . Below is a comparison of other area district bond and sinking fund investments over the past 10 years: 

Community Investments in Schools over the Past 
10 Years

School Bond Election
Tuesday • March 10, 2020

Projected DECREASE in Debt Millage Rate from 2019

Our Kids, Our Community, Our Future
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Tyrone Weeks selected to serve as the State and 
Federal Programs, School Improvement, and School 
Safety Director for Farmington Public Schools

Farmington Public Schools is pleased to an-
nounce that Tyrone Weeks was selected to serve 
as the new State and Federal Programs, School 
Improvement, and School Safety Director for 
Farmington Public Schools. Weeks was serving 
as Farmington High School Assistant Principal 
when he was selected for this position.

Prior to coming to Farmington Public Schools 
in 2017, Weeks worked for Ann Arbor Public 
Schools where he served in a variety of teaching 
and administrative roles. 

Tyrone earned his Bachelor of Science in 
Education and his Master of Education with K-12 
Administration from Eastern Michigan University.  
He is currently a Doctoral Candidate for Educa-
tion Studies also at Eastern.

“We are excited to have Tyrone continue with 
the District in this new role and look forward 

to his leadership in 
these areas,” stated 
Superintendent Bob 
Herrera.  

Jon Manier, 
current executive 
director of school 
services, will serve 
as the Interim Assis-
tant Principal (AP) 
at Farmington High 
School (FHS) until 
the AP position is 
filled.

Tyrone started 
his new position 
Monday, December 
2, 2019. 

Tyrone Weeks selected to serve 
as State and Federal Pro-
grams, School Improvement, 
and School Safety Director for 
Farmington Public Schools.

Margaret Hendrickson selected as the District’s new
Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment

Farmington Public 
Schools is pleased to 
announce that Marga-
ret Hendrickson has 
been selected  
to serve as the Dis-
trict’s new Director of 
Curriculum, Instruc-
tion, and Assessment.

Margaret previ-
ously served as the 
Math, Science, and 
Assessment Coordina-
tor for West Bloom-
field Schools where 
she had been in that 

position since 2010. Prior to that she was a sci-
ence teacher in West Bloomfield Schools.

Margaret earned her Bachelor of Science in 
Biology, Secondary Education at Boston College, 
her Masters of Art in Science Education from the 
University of Michigan, and her Ed. Specialist  
in Administration and Supervision from Wayne 
State University.

“Margaret comes to us with a wealth of 
experience in designing and implementing 
curriculum,” stated Aaron Johnson, Associate 
Superintendent of Instructional Services and 
Organizational Leadership. “Her ability to engage 
in this work in a meaningful way has helped her 
move her district forward.”

Margaret Hendrickson  
has been selected as  
Director of Curriculum,  
Instruction, and Assessment.

SAVE THE DATE!
The Drowsy Chaperone

(A Musical within a Comedy)
March 19, 20 & 21
North Farmington High School

32900 W. 13 Mile Rd.

Plan your summer time activities now!

High School Summer School
Incoming 9th grade students
July 6 - July 29
North Farmington High School
32900 W. 13 Mile Rd., Farmington Hills

Middle School Summer School
 Students entering 6 - 8 grades
July 6 - July 28
Power Middle School
34740 Rhonswood St ., Farmington Hills

Elementary Summer School and Camp
Session 1:  June 22 - July 2
Session 2:  July 6 - July 17
Gill Elementary School
21196 Gill Rd ., Farmington Hills

Farmington Public Schools’ Summer School 2020

Registration and more details to be released soon  
and will be able to be found on the District’s website  
www.farmington.k12.mi.us

Elementary Camp provides fun and adventures for students 
from Kindergarten to sixth grade. 

Into the Woods 
Music and Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim 
Book by James Lapine
Originally Directed on Broadway by James Lapine
Orchestrations by Jonathan Tunic

February 7 • 7 p.m.
February 8 • 1 & 7 p.m
February 9 • 1 p.m.
Tickets $15
www .showtix4u .com/event-de-
tails/36112

NFHS TV-10 Stage
32900 W. 13 Mile Rd. , Farmington Hills
Into the Woods is presented through special arrange-
ment with Music Theatre International (MTI).
All authorized performance materials are also supplied 
by MTI. 423 W 55th Street, New York, NY 10019
www.MTIShows.com

Produced by the  
North Farmington  
High School Raiders 
of the Performing Arts
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Farmington Area 
PTA Council 

2019-2020  
Meetings

February 3, 2020 
Warner Middle School

30303 W. 14 Mile Rd. • Farmington Hills

April 27, 2020
Maxfield Education Center 

32789 W. 10 Mile Rd. • Farmington 

Meetings at 7 p .m . 

Events 
PTA Founders Day Dinner  

Monday • March 2, 2020 • 6:30 p .m .
Glen Oaks

PTA Council Officers
President - Beth Hulett

Vice President Community Outreach - 
Kelli Carpenter-Crawford  

Vice President Enrichments - Nancy Jennings 
Vice President of Advocacy - Jenn Garland

Treasurer - Meredith Swaine
Secretary - Beth Pahnke

Standing Up for Our Future Today

PTA council

Standing Up for Our Future Today

PTA council

                          Awards and Achievem
ents

2019 IB 
Graduation

Farmington Central High celebrates new location 
with a Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting

FHS & NFHS Choir to perform at Disney

On December 19, 22 Farmington 
Public Schools’ (FPS) students came 
back to be recognized for earning 
their International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Diploma. The IB Graduation results are 
not determined before students gradu-
ate from the District in June.

There were a total of 179 subjects that students scored a 4 or higher (includes all diploma candi-
dates and course candidates, 4 is generally the score that colleges start considering for credit.

“My IB education has had a major role in preparing me for college. From learning proper study hab-
its to keeping many obstacles prioritized and organized, I can honestly say the value is priceless,” stated 
FPS IB Graduate Dayna Borregard who is now studying nursing at Grand Valley.

“I noticed by taking IB I have a deeper understanding of other cultures/religions/perspectives 
which I personally value and consider an important quality for the future, especially when it comes to 
networking, meeting people, and understanding different ideas,” added Andrea Cuc who is studying 
computer science at Wayne State University.

Congratulations to all of our IB Graduates! 

Michigan Law (Public Health Code, Act 368, and Michi-
gan School Code, Act 291) requires a vision screening for 
Kindergarten entrance.

Vision screening done in preschool by a health depart-
ment technician or doctor’s office fulfills this requirement.

Oakland County Health Division offers free vision 
screening for County residents. Call 248.424.7070 for 
an appointment.

Vision screening required for all students 
entering Kindergarten

International Baccalaureate Class of 2019 Graduates came back 
together to receive their diploma.

This past fall, after Farmington 
Central High School (FCHS) students 
and staff had settled into their new 
building, the Chamber of Commerce 
hosted a Ribbon Cutting at the 
school.  Farmington Central relocated 
from their old site where they were 
housed at Farmington Community 
School to the former Highmeadow 
Common Campus building.

“We are so happy with our new 
learning space for our students,” said 
David Reese, FCHS Principal.  “We 
look forward to our students accom-
plishing great things here!”

High School Choirs from both North and Farmington High Schools are excited to be taking a tour to 
Walt Disney World May 14th - 18th! More than 50 choral students will not only get to experience the 
world class parks & entertainment, but also become a part of it. Students of the combined choir will 
develop their choral & performance skills in a 
workshop with Disney & Broadway profession-
als in preparation for their performance in front 
of a crowd of thousands at the Disney Springs 
Waterside Stage.  Preparation began last spring 
for the tour with Mr. Debandt & Mrs. Gippert 
collaborating across the district to bring this op-
portunity to all our HS choir students. They are 
looking forward to this incredible educational 
tour & performance opportunity this spring.



This is
a partial list of  awards
and achievements of 

Farmington Public
Schools’ staff 
and students.

Farmington Public Schools’ Semifinalists - 2020 National 
Merit Scholarship Program winners
Farmington High School
Usman Ali Shiv S . Seshan
Adeep Das Hafsa S . Sultana
Selena Mangat Awab A . Tanoli
Parth Nakirikanti
North Farmington High School 
Megan G . Gesse Timothy J . Sullivan
Molly A. Rose Jubilee Wang

North Farmington High School graduate, David Sher-
brook, won a prestigious Emmy Award at the 71st Los 
Angeles Area Emmy Awards Ceremony . Sherbrook won 
his Emmy for an “Outstanding Sports Feature .” He was 
the camera operator for the winning sports feature titled 
“Kirk Gibson - Ceremonial First Pitch .”

Two Farmington Public Schools’ students, Victoria 
Cooksey, senior at Farmington High School and Breanna 
Carter, Farmington High School graduate, were on 
“America’s Got Talent” on August 27, 2019 .  Both young 
ladies are members of the Detroit Youth Choir (DYC) . The 
Detroit Youth Choir took second place in the finals.

National PTA has again recognized Farmington STEAM 
Academy and their PTSA as a 2019-2021 School of 
Excellence for their accomplishments in building strong 
and effective family-school partnerships . They are one 
of three schools in Michigan that were chosen to receive 
this honor .

North Farmington High School freshman, Brennan 
Hulett, won the 8th Annual Bloomfield Hills Fi-

nancial Stock to Scholarship Challenge . Brennan 
beat out 630 students from 79 high schools 

in Michigan .  

In December, five Farmington Public 
Schools’ middle school robotics 

teams at the RoboViking Rumble 
hosted at Farmington High 

School . The Hackbytes 
team from Power Middle 

School won the event 
and advanced to the 

FIRST Tech Challenge 
Michigan State 
Championship . The 
Bionic Dragons 
from Warner 
Middle School 
also advanced 
to the State 
Championship 
by winning 
several playoff 
matches and 
earning the 
Think Award 
for removing 
engineering 
obstacles 
through  
creative 
thinking . 

Students attended the DECA District Conferences to test 
their career knowledge in marketing, finance, hospitality, 
and management . Individual student and team competition 
medalists: 

Farmington High School
Katarina Jevtic 
Siddharth Maddipati 
Timothy Austinr
Anish Gaddam
Amna Khan
Anish Kothapalli
Alexander Feldman
Preya Patel
Prema Immadisetty
Uma Sriram
Kayla Ghafari
Hemil Shah
Joshua Dorcely
Noel Thomas
Pavan Purusothaman

Colleen Stamm, Farmington Public Schools’ Science/
Math Coordinator, was re-certified in Early Adolescence/
Science . Mary George, English Teacher at East Middle 
School, was re-certified in Early Adolescence/English 
Language Arts. National Board Certification is the most 
respected professional certification available in K-12 
education. Board certification is available in 25 certificate 
areas spanning 16 disciplines from Pre-K through 12th 
grade .

Colleen Stamm Mary George
Science/Math English Teacher
Coordinator East Middle School

                          Awards and Achievem
ents
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Hussain Kapasir
Neel Soni
Hemanth Yalamanchili
Lorn Morden
Vidhur Nalabolu
Kareena Nyalakonda
Dustin Chandra
Pranavi Jarugula
Jack Mastantuono
Amatullah Poonawala
Sanjit Manda
Kriti Shirodkar
Lydia Grinage
Mouhamadou Ndiaye
Mariam Safirta

Team Decision - Making Events
Elise Makowiec & Ryan Angeliu
Julia Tatone & Marie Phillips
Dan Johnston & Ben Politowicz
Kanksha Jinna & Subhashreya Aravabhumi
Brendan Klimas & Tyler Klimas
Jacob Husband & Owen Larsen
Tanisha Deshmukh & Jenna Salhab
Amulya Velaga & Grace Ho
Dhakshniy Sivakumaran & Sahana Nandigama
Arnav Patel & Ben Weber
Kyle Jackson & Milan Bjedov
Meghan Burba & Stephanie Lu 
Sam Zervos & Jenni Anderson

North Farmington High School 
Mariyah Bhindarwala
Sonia Desai & Brindha Rajakumar
Yash Mehta & Nikhil Sheth
Kavina Sheth
Talia Olson

Two of Farmington Public Schools’ brightest 
teachers are Nationally Board Certified

Students from Farmington Public Schools competed at the 
HOSA-Future Health Professionals Region 8 Leadership 
Conference
Farmington High School
Gold Medalists
Laiba Bhatti Ajay Kumary
Teodora Cazacu Tejas Maire & Andrew Pane
Zoë Dawson Jack Sweeting
Rachel Hendrian & 
   Simran Sompore
Silver Medalists
Usman Ali, Manasvini Cameron Duplessis 
  Nannapuraju, Shiv Seshan Elizabeth Fisher
 & Hafsa Sultanal Syed-Qadir Jafri,  
Rithik Babu &    Hussain Kapasi &  
  Parth Nakirikanti    Joseph Nordan 
Abbey Carvey,  Katie Larick & Lia Munson 
  Akhila Mullapudi Selena Mangat
  & Niranjana Magesh Niharika Narra
Sephora Dafinescu Awab Tanoli
Bronze Medalists
Fatema Ali, Meghan Carty, Pritham Kura, Farah Naiyer, 
Kithma Niyangoda & Shereen Thomase
Christina Arshansky, Insiyah Shakir & Abhinav Patelu
Yatin Bichala
Ciara Braska, Delanie Butler, Paige Meier & Evie Penner
Shrika Gubbala, Kanksha Jinna & Dhara Patel
Sahej Kohli, Nolan Mohr, Lohith Pula & Sanjam Singh
Siddharth Maddipati & Sibi Raj
Uma Sriram
Finalists
Meghana Karumuri Alexis Juncaj, Prerana Gunda,
Jay Koduri, Sanjit Manda    Pavan Purusothaman, 
   & Vidhur Nalabolu,    Neel Soni, Obinna Uzosike
Zoey Mwangale   & Amulya Velaga
Rachel Scott Sivani Kasula,
Hemil Shah Jacob Scott
Olivia Valli Hammad Tanoli
Tanisha Deshmukh, Diya Dani 
   Jenna Salhab &  Sydney Hoffmeyer 
   Dhakshniy Sivakumaran Praneet Voleti
North Farmington High School
Gold Medalists
Kelsey Abner Jordan Manela
Bronze Medalists
Yash Mehta, Sriram Bettagere, & Ilakiya Rajaguru
Juliana Rabban
Finalists
Sophia Ramold Lauren Johnston
Sarah Khan Kate Wernicke
Rebecca Weisberg Jessica Furtado
Nikhil Sheth, Muqit Essani,  Jack Deslippe 
  Jonah Cohen, & Jason Siskosky Justin Bryant

HOSA Middle Schools Results
Medical Terminology: 
Surya Pugazhendhi (Warner), Viktor Ostapyuk (East), Mehar 
Khanna (STEAM), Hrudya Kishore (East), Daniel Saleem 
(East), & Arham Jhaveri (STEAM)
Math for Health Careers:
Rayyan Ahmed (East) & Sohan Sompore (Power)
Medical Reading:
Sanjana Datla (STEAM), Jonathan Manela (Warner), Tejaswini 
Sivalokanathan (East), & Jivajraj Alagusundaram
Nutrition:
Keval Shah (STEAM)
Extemporaneous Health Poster:
Jayna Shah (STEAM) & Tanishka Sai Bhadri (Power)
Prepared Speaking:
Sadana Saravanan (Warner)
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UpDate is a newsletter for Farmington Public 
Schools’ residents. It is published four times 
during the school year by the School/Community 
Relations Department. Comments and sugges-
tions are welcome. Please visit www.farmington.
k12.mi.us. or call 248.489.3349. 

Superintendent
Dr... Robert C. Herrera

Board of Education 
Pamela S. Green, President
Terry L. Johnson, Vice President
Angie F. Smith, Secretary
Zach T. Rich, Treasurer
Jessica B. Cummings, Trustee
Richard D. Mukamal, Trustee
Terri A. Weems, Trustee

Editors
Diane Bauman 
Director, School/Community Relations
diane.bauman@fpsk12.net

Lynne Meyer 
Communication Specialist
lynne.meyer@fpsk12.net #FPSSuccess

www.facebook.com/FarmingtonPublic Schools

https://twitter.com/fpsinformation/

www.instagram.com/farmingtonpublicschools/

www.pinterest.com/fpsk12

 Start young, finish strong!

Early Childhood Open House

Alameda Early Childhood Center
248.489.3808 

32400 Alameda Street, Farmington Hills 

Meet our highly qualified staff, and see our  
nurturing environment, where  
your child can play, create, imagine, 
and develop a lifelong love of learning! 
• Hands-on learning
• Highly qualified and caring staff
• Nationally accredited program
• Classes for 2 1/2, 3, and 4-year-olds
• Enrollment is ongoing as space is available
• FREE programs available through Head Start 
 or Great Start Readiness 
 - Must meet eligibility requirements 
 - Must register in person

Saturday • February 1, 2020 
10 - 11:30 a.m.

Tuition Program
Register Online
Turn in your COMPLETED packet at the Open
House to secure your child’s spot!

Newly
renovated building
designed for early 

learning 
opening

Fall 2020.

For more information, please visit www.farmington.k12.mi.us

The middle school staff in Farmington Public 
Schools (FPS) took to the basketball court to 
raise money for two local charities. The Battle of 
the Middles pits the staff of the NORTH - Warner 
Middle School and Farmington STEAM Academy 
against the staff of the SOUTH - Power Middle 
School and East Middle School on the basketball 
court to raise money, food, and toys for Farm-
ington area families in need.  

This year, Battle of the Middles raised $12,415 
for Neighborhood House of Farmington/Farm-
ington Hills and Farmington Area Goodfellows. 
The event was held on Friday, December 13, 
2019, at Farmington High School. 

Over the past decade, the Battle of the Mid-
dles has helped raise more than $104,800 and 
collected countless canned goods and toys. This 
event would not be possible without the tremen-
dous support of our Battle Crew: Kathy Koper-
ski (Warner), Whitney Tyner (East), and Bryan 
Lamble (STEAM). FPS is grateful to our local 

community, students, families, and 
Farmington Public Schools’ staff 
for helping us bring joy to so many 
others this holiday season. 

“May your hearts be full know-
ing that, together, we have made a 
difference for so many families in 
need,” stated the Battle Crew. 

The Battle of the Middles, along 
with the Farmington Public Schools’ 
food drive, is the largest fundraiser 
for our cause every year,” stated 
Richard Learner, president of the 
Goodfellows. “We couldn’t do what 
we do without the incredible sup-
port from FPS students and staff, 
and the local businesses that sup- 
port the Battle. Thanks to their  
donations, we will make sure  
hundreds of our neighbors have  
enough to eat this holiday season.”

Battle of the Middles XV scores big for charity

“Farmington/Farmington Hills Neighbor-
hood House is very grateful to the Battle of 
the Middles for their generosity and support,” 
stated Barbara Dresden, president of Neigh-
borhood House. “Neighborhood House helps 
families in our communities throughout the 
year with financial and referral assistance. 
We work very closely with the school district 
to identify families who need assistance and 
help them to gain a financially stable home. 
This has become one of our largest fundrais-
ers for the year and we are honored and 
thankful.” 

Neighborhood House of Farmington/Farm-
ington Hills is a local charitable organization 
that is affiliated with the Farmington Area 
Goodfellows. It is wholly supported by the 
local community and operates year-round to 
help local needy families and individuals in 
Farmington and Farmington Hills regain their 
well-being and get back on their feet in the 
wake of financial or economic hardship and 
distress. 

Our wonderful Battle Crew presented a check for more than $12,000 
to Neighborhood House and Goodfellows. 

Our referees, teachers Dave Hebert and Andrew 
Lamott, do an amazing job during the Battle.




