
Dear Gladiator Families: 
 
Our school has been implementing a Positive Behavior Intervention Support (PBIS) which is a 
Farmington Public School initiative K-12 this year.  The Michigan State Board of Education adopted the 
PBIS policy on September 12, 2006.  The policy calls for PBIS support for students at the both the 
school-wide and individual level.  It is not a program or a curriculum; it is a team based process for 
systemic problem solving, planning and evaluation.  This proactive approach helps create and maintain a 
safe and caring learning environment for Power students and staff.  Research states that students will 
achieve at higher levels if they feel safe and connected at school.   
 
At Power Upper Elementary School we have adopted “Power Pride.”  Power Pride is a complete matrix 
that outlines expected behaviors in all parts of our school.  The complete matrix is on the PBIS link on 
our website.  These expectations are explicitly taught to our student through classroom lessons, 
assemblies, classroom chats, modeling, and guided practice.  This foundation has provided Power with a 
common language and clear behavior expectations for all staff and students.  Our PBIS system and 
positive interactions provide our students with a sense of comfort and safety they need to be successful. 
 
However, even with our proactive approach some students will need support in learning the appropriate 
behaviors.  This learning may take the form of small group or one-on-one support.  Punishing 
inappropriate behaviors without the positive behavior support system will often result in increased 
problem behaviors.  We also know that using reactive strategies without teaching or re-teaching the 
expectation may result in actually rewarding and maintaining inappropriate behaviors.  Our students are 
asked to reflect on their behavior and have a conversation about the appropriate behaviors.  Students are 
asked to make better choices in the future.  At Power, we are very concerned about the loss of academic 
time in the classroom with discipline.  Our goal is to work toward keeping the students in class and 
rewarding appropriate behaviors.   
 
Our goal is to work together as a team to help your child grow socially, emotionally, and academically 
so that they are ready to take on the challenges of learning.  If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kathy Boyd 
Assistant Principal 
Power Upper Elementary School 


