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In many parts of the world a day
is set aside to give thanks. The
date and customs may vary
from country to country, but the
desire to take time to reflect on
the good things in life remains
the same.
You may want to think of others
and donate to our Goodfellows
Can Drive from November 1–
20. You may drop off your cans
at any Farmington Public
Schools’ building, the Costick
Center, Farmington and
Farmington Hills City Halls, and
the Farmington Hills Ice Arena.
Showing compassion for others
is a great learning experience
for your little one.
All Goodfellows holiday
assistance applications must be
postmarked by November 30,
2018. Information about the
Goodfellows assistance
program and the application
forms are available from Gloria
VanDerLugt in our Early
Childhood office or click on the
link on our school’s web site,
www.farmington.k12.mi.us/
fcs .
Please contact Loretta Zahn
from the Neighborhood House
at (248) 871-2848 if you need
other types of assistance.

Some pictures from our
Kensington Park Farm
field trip

Attention!
It is important that you use
EXTREME caution when
entering or leaving our Early
Childhood parking lot. It can be
difficult to see small children
who run ahead when the gate is
accidentally left open. We can
all help by making sure the gate
is closed, teaching children to
hold hands with an adult,
walking along the fence when
walking to and from the parking
lot, keeping an eye on traffic
when we are walking, and
looking carefully around our
vehicles when pulling into or out
of a parking space. It is also
important to follow the arrows
that help regulate traffic. Please
do not park in the spaces with
the yellow lines. These spaces
allow for an area for families to
stop and look for oncoming
traffic before crossing to walk
along the fence. We understand
this might seem like a long walk
with your preschoolers to the
front of the building, but it is for
the students’ safety that we
have one main entrance that
can be monitored. Thank you for
your cooperation!

Spotlight on Curriculum- KDI (Key Developmental Indicator):
39. Data Analysis: Children use information about quantity to draw conclusions,
make decisions, and solve problems.
Link to home●

●

●

Gather several objects of different shapes, sizes colors, textures, etc.. Ask your child to sort those
objects in different ways. "Can you put all the smooth things over here? Collect all the objects that
have an edge."
Find a locale that is perfect for car-watching. Using a timer or your watch, sit quietly with your child
and watch cars pass by for a total of 10 minutes.Take turns with your child graphing the various
colors of the different cars you witnessed coming by taping colored pieces of construction paper,
making a dot or other shape with a crayon or marker with the same color, etc.. After ten minutes
remain seated with your child and ask them some of the following questions: Which color car did we
see the most? How can you be sure? Which color car did we see the least of? How many red, black,
green… cars did we see? Did we see more white cars or black cars?
Make a tally-style bar chart and ask your child what type of shoe they are wearing (tie, velcro,
zipper, etc.), what their favorite cereal is, favorite book character, etc. Have your child ask all of his
family, friends and neighbors the same question to see how many people have the same favorites,
or go for a walk in a public area (grocery store, mall, park, etc.) and people watch to see how many
people have the same type of shoe (hat, coat, etc.). Ask questions like “why do you think so many
people have slip-on shoes?, Why do you think your friend Bobby’s favorite character is Clifford?”
based on your data.

Adapted from
https://www.earlychildhoodeducationzone.com/graphing-games-for-kids/ ; https://www.earlychildhoodeducationzone.com/graphing-games-for-kids/ ;
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/one-two-buckle-my-shoe-math-and-literacy-preschoolers
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* Please note that playground
equipment used on our preschool
playground meet the criteria for
school district playground usage,
but not necessarily the public
playground safety guidelines
required for Michigan daycare
licensing. Please refer to rule R
400.5117 Outdoor Play Area in the
Licensing Rules for Child Day Care
Centers.

Winter Bus Information
As winter approaches, parents and
students are reminded that weather
conditions may affect the bus time
schedule in the morning or
afternoon.
However, please be
assured that the bus will always
come.
Never will a stop be
cancelled because the bus is late.
It is also important that students
stand a safe distance from the bus
stop and not up close to the road in
order to avoid slipping or falling into
the path of the approaching bus or
other vehicles.
We also require students to be at
their designated bus stop 10
minutes before the scheduled arrival
of the bus. This is because the bus
could arrive up to 10 minutes early
on some days. Students, who are
at the stop before the bus arrives
and not waiting in cars or running
across the street, won’t risk falling or
worse yet getting hit by a car. We
understand that it may be raining
some mornings and that winter
mornings can be very cold. Please
provide your child with an umbrella
and warm clothes so they can safely
wait at their bus stop. DO NOT wait
in a vehicle or block safe passage to
the bus.
Thank you for your
cooperation.

TOY SAFETY
Children have great imaginations and can create ways to play with almost any item. Often,
a child can have more fun with pots and pans than with expensive toys. The best toys allow
children to imagine and create ways to use them. Blocks, cars, trucks, and dolls allow the
child to imagine an entire world of their own. Art supplies such as crayons, paints, modeling
day, glue, and scissors allow creativity.
When choosing toys or materials, be sure they are safe for your child to use. Most toys and
games have a "recommended age" printed on the package. Toys recommended for older
children may not be safe for your young child.
Toys for children under four years old should not have small parts that can cause choking.
If you have toys in your home for older children, be sure your young child does not get hurt
with these toys.
Always read the instructions before your child plays with a toy. Inspect the toy for sharp
edges or broken parts.
Be sure paints, markers, and modeling clay say "non-toxic." Also, be sure that painted toys
have non-toxic paint.
Some items are dangerous for children. Some households allow the use of pellet and BB
guns, bow and arrows, and darts. Children should understand these are not toys. Children
can injure themselves or other children with these items. Be sure to instruct your child on
the proper handling and use of such items.
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Let’s keep our children SAFE!
Michigan's child passenger safety law REQUIRES:
Children younger than age 4 to ride in a car seat in the rear seat if the vehicle has a rear
seat. If all available rear seats are occupied by children under 4, then a child under 4 may
ride in a car seat in the front seat. A child in a rear-facing car seat may only ride in the
front seat if the airbag is turned off.
Children to be properly buckled in a car seat or booster seat until they are 8 years old or
4-feet-9-inches tall. Children must ride in a seat until they reach the age requirement or
the height requirement, whichever comes first.

Reminders
Please wear a yellow visitor sticker or your volunteer badge if you are using the school
playground between 8 am and 4 pm so our teaching staff will know you are a part of our
school family.
Also, it is very important to pick your child up on time. Children worry when their friends
have all gone home and they have to sit in the office.

Coming Up Next Month
WINTER VACATION!
NO SCHOOL from December 24, 2018-January 1, 2019

Even if you don’t have anything special planned, winter vacation gives students and teachers the chance to sit back, relax, and spend
time with our families and friends. It is important that we recharge our batteries to make it through the long, COLD months ahead!

