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Preschool Registration for 2019-20
Preschool registration for returning
Alameda families will be available on
January 28-February 1. Once again,
your first step is to register online, pay
your registration fee and then turn in a
completed registration packet.
Our Open House for new families will
be held on Saturday, February 2 from
10:00-11:30 a.m. Families new to us
will have the opportunity to visit
classrooms, tour the building, talk with
staff and drop off completed
registration packets.

Things to know:
When you register online you are
placed on a waitlist.
Your registration is not complete
until you submit a completed
registration packet.
All registrations will be placed in
classes in the order they are received.

Thank you and direct any questions
you may have to the Alameda office.

Indoor Play at
Farmington Community
School.

Attention!
It is important that you use
EXTREME caution when
entering or leaving our Early
Childhood parking lot. It can be
difficult to see small children
who run ahead when the gate is
accidentally left open. We can
all help by making sure the gate
is closed, teaching children to
hold hands with an adult,
walking along the fence when
walking to and from the parking
lot, keeping an eye on traffic
when we are walking, and
looking carefully around our
vehicles when pulling into or out
of a parking space. It is also
important to follow the arrows
that help regulate traffic. Please
do not park in the spaces with
the yellow lines. These spaces
allow for an area for families to
stop and look for oncoming
traffic before crossing to walk
along the fence. We understand
this might seem like a long walk
with your preschoolers to the
front of the building, but it is for
the students’ safety that we
have one main entrance that
can be monitored. Thank you for
your cooperation!

Mark Your
Calendar:
No schoolAll FCS
1/1 and 1/21
No School1/4/19 & 1/11/19
ECSE Only
Rooms 5, 6 & 7
Smart Connections
Jan. 9
5:30-6:30 p.m.

Tuition Preschool
Registration for returning
Alameda and FCS Families 1/28-2/1/19

HighScope Focus
ADULT-CHILD INTERACTION
Research indicates that the way adults interact with children plays a very important role in children's learning
and development. These studies demonstrate that in classrooms where teachers are responsive, guiding,
and nurturing — and where they share control — children take more initiative and are more likely to be
actively involved and persistent in their work. Below are interaction strategies that promote active learning
and shared control at home.
●
●

●

●
●

Share control with your child and participate in their play. Look for natural openings in their play
and let the child take the lead.
Focus on your child's strengths and use encouragement instead of praise. Offer your child
choices based on what he or she likes to do and does well. Rather than using statements that
evaluate or judge, make objective, specific comments that encourage children to expand their
language and think about what they are doing.
Encourage your child to solve problems he or she encounters. While adults could often solve
the problem more easily by taking over, the goal is for children to develop their own problem-solving
abilities through trial and error.
Converse with your child as partners. Join in the conversation on your child's physical level. Stick
to the topic your child brings up and allow them time to respond.
https://highscope.org/families/parents
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* Please note that playground
equipment used on our preschool
playground meet the criteria for
school district playground usage,
but not necessarily the public
playground safety guidelines
required for Michigan daycare
licensing. Please refer to rule R
400.5117 Outdoor Play Area in the
Licensing Rules for Child Day Care
Centers.

Winter Bus Information
As winter approaches, parents and
students are reminded that weather
conditions may affect the bus time
schedule in the morning or
afternoon.
However, please be
assured that the bus will always
come.
Never will a stop be
cancelled because the bus is late.
It is also important that students
stand a safe distance from the bus
stop and not up close to the road in
order to avoid slipping or falling into
the path of the approaching bus or
other vehicles.
We also require students to be at
their designated bus stop 10
minutes before the scheduled arrival
of the bus. This is because the bus
could arrive up to 10 minutes early
on some days. Students, who are
at the stop before the bus arrives
and not waiting in cars or running
across the street, won’t risk falling or
worse yet getting hit by a car. We
understand that it may be raining
some mornings and that winter
mornings can be very cold. Please
provide your child with an umbrella
and warm clothes so they can safely
wait at their bus stop. DO NOT wait
in a vehicle or block safe passage to
the bus.
Thank you for your
cooperation.

Music and Movement for Indoor Play
Freeze dance-A classic! All you need is music, and the only guideline is to freeze when the music is
paused. Encourage kids to "freeze" in fun poses or with funny faces. Use a variety of musical styles
and tempos. Tip: An older child can do the music while you dance with younger ones.

Indoor obstacle course-Push aside some furniture, and practice gross motor skills without breaking
any priceless antiques! Set out a laundry basket and use balled up socks to practice throwing and
accuracy. Tape down some yarn or string for a makeshift balance beam. Do moves in place, like
running, jumping and hopping. Add yoga moves, use a timer and cheer them on. There are an infinite
number of possibilities here.

Scavenger hunt-Take any theme, such as patterns, letters or colors and hunt around the house. Make
it official with a clipboard and check off items as you go. Crawl around, reach up high and get down
low!

For more ideas go to:

https://www.parentmap.com/article/25-indoor-play-activities-from-a-preschool-teacher

Let’s keep our children SAFE!
Michigan's child passenger safety law REQUIRES:
Children younger than age 4 to ride in a car seat in the rear seat if the vehicle has a rear
seat. If all available rear seats are occupied by children under 4, then a child under 4 may
ride in a car seat in the front seat. A child in a rear-facing car seat may only ride in the
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hear a 5-year-old say, “Yoga calms me down!”

Outdoor Time at School
Please remember that the children go outside to play everyday that weather
allows. They will need mittens/gloves, hats, boots, snow pants and coats everyday!
Also, send in shoes so they can change from boots to shoes when they come inside.

Coming Up Next Month
Preschool Open House for New Families at Alameda -Saturday, February 2, 10:00-11:30 a.m.
Smart Connections - February 6, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Family Fitness Night at Alameda - February 13
Parent Meeting - February 15, 10:15-11:45 a.m.
Winter Break - February 18-22

